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COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Respondents in Hungary have become more positive about many aspects of
development since the last survey in 2013. Although they are slightly less likely than
average to say that helping people in developing countries was important (80%), this
nonetheless represents a 14 percentage point increase since 2013 – the largest
recorded in any Member State.

Respondents in Hungary are also more likely than they were previously to say tackling
poverty in developing countries should be one of the EU’s main priorities (66%). The
eight percentage point increase was the second highest in any Member State, along
with Cyprus and behind Greece. However, respondents in Hungary were less likely than
average to say that tackling poverty in developing countries should be one of their
national government’s main priorities (39% vs. 45%).

There has been a large increase in the proportion of respondents in Hungary who think
development aid should be increased to some degree (68%, +17 percentage points).
During the same period the share of those who know something about where EU (+8
percentage points) and national development aid goes (+6 percentage points), has also
gone up – although overall knowledge levels are still well below the EU average.

Respondents in Hungary are among the least likely to think individuals can play a role
in tackling poverty in developing countries (30%) and only around one in five (21%)
are personally involved in helping people in these countries. The proportion of
respondents in Hungary prepared to pay more for products or groceries from
developing countries is also well below EU average (28% vs. 49%).

Respondents in Hungary are more likely than those in the EU as a whole to consider
health (42% vs. 39%), water and sanitation (36% vs. 30%), food security and
agriculture (29% vs. 25%) and economic growth (28% vs. 20%) as the most pressing
challenges facing developing countries. They are, however, much less likely to mention
education (19% vs. 34%) and democracy and human rights (16% vs. 25%).

In line with the EU trend, younger respondents (aged 15-24) were more likely to have
positive views on development issues than older interviewees (aged 25 or over),
although the differences are often less pronounced compared to elsewhere in the EU.
For example, 33% of 15-24 year olds agree individuals can play a role in tackling
poverty in developing countries, compared to 30% of those aged 25 or over. EU-wide,
the proportions are 56% and 49% respectively.
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